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Introduction

Building a New Germany: Denazification and Political Re-education, 1944—1948, is
a collection of documents from the UK Foreign Office records held at The National
Archives (UK). It explores the policies adopted by the British authorities towards the
end of the Second World War and in the immediate post-war period as they sought
to re-educate German soldiers and civilians and create a freer, more democratic,
and thoroughly “denazified” society from the ruins of the Third Reich.

The documents included within this teaching pack represent a tiny sample of the
material in the collection at large. They touch upon the early decisions to embark on
a denazification and re-education programme, some of the resources utilised as part
of this process, and the responses of the German people involved. The activities
contained within this teaching pack could easily take around 30-40 minutes,
though the exact duration will depend on reading time and the breadth and depth of
accompanying discussion.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand British attitudes towards the Third Reich and their policies on how to

handle the future of Germany as the war came to an end.

2. Explore the different techniques used in re-education programmes and how
these relate to ideas such as indoctrination and “brainwashing”.

3. Investigate how German prisoners of war (POWSs) and civilians responded to the
denazification process and what its longer-term legacies were.

BRITISH ONLINE
ARCHIVES




Building a New Germany: Denazification and Political Re-education, 1944-1948

Historical Background and Context

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party came to power in Germany in January 1933. In the
years that followed they built a powerful regime, which won over many German
people through a mixture of practical successes, political indoctrination, targeted
censorship, fear and intimidation, and ideological infiltration throughout the public
and private spheres.

In 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland, triggering the outbreak of the Second
World War. By 1942, they were opposed by a powerful alliance, led by Britain, the
Soviet Union, and the USA. Slowly and inexorably, Allied forces rolled back Nazi
domination in Europe and Africa, taking large numbers of prisoners of war along the
way.

As the end of the war drew near, and Allied victory appeared all but certain, the
Allies began to consider what to do with defeated Germany. Haunted by the failures
of the peace-making process at the end of the First World War, their top priority

was to ensure that a resurgent Germany would not, or could not, threaten peace in
Europe again.
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SOURCE ONE
Source Intro

This memorandum was prepared by staff in the Political Warfare Executive
(overseen by the Foreign Office) and the Ministry of Information. It was submitted
to the War Cabinet, the highest policy-making body in Britain at that time, and used
to secure their support for a re-education programme. This was forthcoming on 18
September 1944,

Source
“The Re-education of Prisoners of War”, 1944.

FO 9/39/445, images 10-14.
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’ Ref. B(G)10. SECRET

THE RE-EDUCATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR,

There are two importont aims to be achieved by the re-educa’lon
of German prisoners of war. The first, which may be described as the
short-term aim, is to assist the allied war effort by using converts,
or partial converts, as instruments of political warfare; how they
can be so used is explained more fully below, The second - the long-term
aim ~ ig to ensure that as many as possible of the prisoners shall
return to Germany or Austria after the War as pro-Allied advocatcs of

demnnratic ideals.
THE SHORT-TERI ATH.

Experience has shown that the re-sducation of prisoners of war can,
for the following reasons, make an importaunt contribution %o the Allied
war effort :-

- (1) By providing the means to spread the belief in enemy
countries that our prisoners of war are well treated,
This belief not only encourages ensuy troops to svrrender
when %hey are hard pressed but, because it tends +o
discount Axis home propaganda which maintains that the
only alternative to victory is doom, helpns to weaken
the will o resist of the enewy pecples.

The belief that we treat our priscncrs kindly, with its
implication that the allies will not he ruithless in
vietory, will algo be sprecad by repatriated prison:
(when exchanges take place), provided that those
repatriated have not only been well treated but, because
of re-education, are no longer Nazi or Fascist extremists,

(2) By providing the means to increase the nuibers of listeners
to our broadcasts in cnemy countries. This is secured
by inviting prisoners to broadcast messages to their
relatives stating that they are in good health and w
treated. The Germans employed such "listeners' wai
with considerable success after Dunkiik,

o,

(3) By providing intelligence, particularly the kind of
information which is roquired for the purposes c{ political
warfare,

() By subversive broadcasts voluntarily given by prisoners

who are opposed to the Nazi or Fascist regimes, In this
connection it should be noted that such broadcasts can be
very effective even if they are anonymous, since the
prisoner can, by referring to details which could not well
be known to the Allies, convince his listeners that the

speaker is in fact an anti-Nazi or anti-Fascist prisoner
of war.
(5) By providing persomnel who, because they are ant.-Nazi

or anti-Fascist, volunteer for secret service work with
the Allies.
THE LONG-TERN ATM,

After Germany has been defsated the Allies will be confronted with
a mogt difficult problem namely, how to counteract the results of the
long years of intensive Nazi indoctrination of the populations not only
of Germany and Austria but also, though to a lesser extent, of those

/ot

1,
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of Western Europe as a whole. The difficulty of this task will be
aggravated by the fact that the well organised and far-flung Nazi
"Underground" has long been preparing the way for the perpc«ua'tion
of the Nazi ideology in the event of a German defeat.

Hitherto 1ittle has beon done by Great Britain or by the United
States to prepare for the coming struggle of ideologies im pout-ar
Burope by converting to democratic views the large nwibers of prisoners
of war now in their hands, A% the presen’ time there are 133,000
combatant Gorman prisoncrs in the United States, 20,000 in Canada, and
about 2,000 in Great Britain yet, owing to the ncg“ ect of re-edusation,
not more than perhaps 200 could be counted upon as missione.diecs if the
War werc to cnd towmorrow. These facts, together with the certainty
that the nubers of German prisomers are destined to increase greatly
in the coming months, cumphasize the necd to create without delay
adequate organisations %o carry out the vital work of rc-oducution.

If such steps are not taken, Nazi ideology in Zurope will
roceive a strong reinforcement after the War in the shape of wany
hundreds cof thousands of prisoners, for the vast majority of those in
the hands of the Allies will, under the tutclage of the Nari cxtremists,
return to their native lends as ol suppoirtors, of Nosi-1ma
and of all it stands fox.

THE TECHNIQUG OF RE-EDUCATION.

The technique employed in the re--cducation of prisoners ol war
is governed by the following considerat

(1) Prisoners have not only been subjected for raavs to
gystemotic Nazi indoctrination but have recoived as

mbers of the Geruwn e truclicns

to what questicus they wey one uk of
being taken prisoner; how these questions shodld be
angwered and what subjects should be carcfull 7 avoided,
The ma jox of priconers arc not only on guard against
disclosing information which may be of use to tlz
Allics but are "propaganda conscicus® to such an
cxtont that they suspect attempts av subversion aven
when none has been made.

(2) The cxbtreme Nazis, who arc frequently N.C.0's, imuediately
assert themsclves in the camps and organise a
of supcrv1s:.on and control. 8 fgtl
“facilitated, though not of course age
Canp Authorl tics, who appoint tho extreme Nazis as

L.;rw) qu T8 bbCuUS(’ thcy vmke mhc LuS'L' sery an't—majors

uselphm and maind mm& ordc 3
thats very quickly there is us‘tdbllsl ery camp, or
in overy large eamp, a secrct Neml hicrarchy
which rules with an iron hand; prisoners arc intimidated
by men-handling, by torbture and by threats thot any

lack of loyalty to the regimo will be reported to

Germany, through varicus chammels, ¢.g. repatristes,

and. that reprisals will be taken againci their familics,
The severity of the "cawp rulers" varios in proportien

to their power, how great this power may be was exemplificd
in a Canadian Camp last year when two prisoncrs were

hanged for disloyalty to the Nazi reg;J.mc.,.

/Berririsation ...
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Terrorisation, which is c2
Authorities, is accoumanied by rigorous
attitude of the prisoners towards the
is taken to ensure that priscners shall not read. literature,
or listen to broadcasts or lectures, or see filisg, of which
the Nazi leaders disapprove.

rerully hidden {'rom the Camp
supervision of the

For the reasons indicatud above it is essential, before attenpting
t0 begin re~education, to remove frou the camps and scgregate in a
separate camp the Nazi leaders and their “"staffs".  If the Camp
Comnandant is willing to co-operate he and his staff can as a rule
supply a list of many of the hostile elements. The remainder can
be discovered by the following means -

(a) Posting to the comp agents who are ostensibly Scrgeant-
Interpreters, s in the course of their ies as
1nter3re»ers these agents constantly mix with the prisoners
and. overhear their conversgations, it is not difficult for
them to glean the requisite information,

(b) The censorship of prisoners’ letters, incomirg as well as
outgoing.
(e) Hidden uicrophones in the caumps.
/

s ostensibly as Wclfs
ans, if not they should when visiting
s and dress in c ian clothes,

(a) Agents who visit the
They are as a rulc civi.
the coamps drop their t

When, as a result of this system of investigation, a 2
"Blacks" in a camp has been compiled, the nroce(,ure recony
P.W.E. is that they should be paraded witlon mrnwﬂ and
a camp which has been prepared for them Th thare
communication whatever between them and their 1ello ! prisoners. Among
the precautions necessary to ensure this is the selection of a hospital
to which "Blacks" alone should be b°nt ir the event of illness. Since
the Nazi extremists are as a rule a minority cwr practice !
leave them to their own devices and to concentrvie upon the
re-educating the remainder, i.e. the "Greys" and the ™Yhit

av

In a mixed camp of this description, i.e. containing

"Greys", re-education can begin, but, while it is proceeding, wthe

"Whites" should be listed and removed to a separate camp,. A viluadle

aid %o this sifting process, which is a gradual oy is the cam
newspaper, This should contain nainly s ght news, news about the

camps and articles to which the bulk of the prisoners will not take
exception, By insersing here L a poragraph which idght be construed
as indirect propaganda tne perwou:.ual can be made to serve as a test of
political views as well as a vehicle for prepaganda. Pfanﬂ’S."S who

object to such itens are "Greys", who may or iiay not in due course becowe
"Whites", their subsequent segregation will depend upon thcir reaction

to these and other influences. These other influences are English
newspapers and periodicals, both of which are placed on sule in the

camps, carefully selected German literature, B,B,C. broad-asts in English,
to which the prisoners need nov listen, and suitable £il. In addition
here is the influence of the "Whites", whose views in &
influenced by the above-ientioned Welfare Officers., Thess wrepresentatives
of the Prisoners of War Section of P.W,E. speak German flusntly and

arc ostensibly interested only in the comfort and amenitics oi' the
prisoners. They provide games, listen sympathetically to couplaints,
which if they are well founded are unostentatiously remedied, if the

Caip Comsandant is willing to help, and advise in regard to uhu

/orgnaisation, .
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organisation of choirs, bands, debating societies, etc. (They avoid
political discussions until friendly rclations have becn established
and are fully gualified %o discuss eny political issue which tho
prisoncrs may raisc, or which they theuselves may lead up to in the
course of a discussion., They assist in the task of compiling lists
of "Whites" for segregation.

It is only in "White" camps that rc-education by dirces mcthods
can be carried out and the converts brought up to the "Sixth Porn
standard, and it is from this source alone that 100 per ccut, collabor-
ationists, consisting as a rule of men who are convinced that %he Nazi
regime has exploited and ruined Germeny, are dravm. These converts
should also provide the Mnissionaries” to post-War Germary.

SECRECY,

In all arrengcients for the re-education of prisoners of war
secrecy is imperative, not only as a safeguard against reprisals but as
cover for propaganda itself; nothing is more fatal in this ficld
than to let the prisoners discover that a deliberate attempt is being
made to ro-educate them, indecd no effort should be spared to lull
‘their natural suspicions on that score. Although in "White" cainps
re-education can be carried out openly it is still unwise to reveal the
machinery which has been created to deal with the work in the camps
or the methods employed, Apart from wintentional leakage !
always the possibility that a "White" may regret his conversion, or feel
that he has gone too far in collaboration, and in a remorselul mood é
take action which mey imperil the "security" of the whole propeganda
machine, Nor obvious reasons it is most undesireble that
should be aware that such nachinery exists; there is als
certainty that should its ¢ ence become known the news
or later reach Germany, in which event the probable result
that i% would be fully exploited by German propaganda and that a
special warning on the subject would be issued o the Germrn swmed forcos.
In addition the information might be uscd as a pretext for ruprisals
against Allied prisoners - the incident cited by the Gerians in an
atteipt to justify the chaining of British prisoners showed how slender
a pretext will serve Gemman ends.

LITERATURE, LZCTURES, PILMS.

gince propaganda to prisoncrs of war must be adapted to the
political complexions of the prisoners as well as %o the stancards of
cducation prevailing in camps no hard and fast rules for the framing
of gyllabi of. instruction can be laid & The experience of P,W.E.,
which has been wainly with Italian prisoncrs, has shown thet the
general atuosphere, standards of cducation ond "receptivity! of camps
vary in accordance with a nuiber of factors, such as the social classes
from which the wajority of prisoners have been drawm and the provinces
of their native land from which they have coie., While broedly speaking
each camp presents a separate cducational problem, a line of
demarcation can be drawn between a mixed camp couprising "Whites" and
toreys! and a caip in which "Whites" alonc have been segrogated, .
Nevertheless soic of the material selected for a "White" caup may also
e suitable for use in a wixed camp, The accompanying Appendix, which
has been prepared by our German Region, gives lists of books and
periodicals ?in English as well as in German) which are recoivicnded
for re-educational purposes, a list of subjects for lectures to
prisoners, and somc suggestions in regard to suitable typos of films.
Theso 1ists are by no means comprehensive, they have been coipiled
mainly to give a general idea of the naturc and scope of uhe
instruction which is suggested.

/THE_THACH
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THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH.

' Experience, particularly with the 90,000 Italian prisoners of
war in India, has proved that instruction in the English language is,
as might be expected, a most valuable aid in the tasl of re-cducation.
Since the quickest method of gaining a working knowledge of the
language is to learn "Basic English" P.W.E. concentrated upo.
instruction in this. The lessons werc not given free of charge as it
was thought preferable that the prisoners should regard them as a
as a privilege, which would be more highly prized if they paid for it
‘themselves. This nlan proved to be so successful that progress vas
soon hampered by a lack of teachers and, at a later stage, it was
found necessary to call for the assistance of the more advanced pupils.

IHE CO-OPERATION OF, THE XY AUTHORT

While success in the re-education of prisoners of war depends
upon the crcation of an organisation comprising an adequatc staflf of
trained agents, whosc watchwords should be “scerecy, subtlety and
segregation", and the continual adaptation of propaganda to the political
complexions and standards of education of *the prisoncrs, progress will
be very slow uiless the full co-opcration of the military authorities
who are in charge of the prisoners can be securcd. thing is %o be
gained by blinking the fact that lack of this co-opcration iz the
greatest handicap to the difficult task of rc-education. When it is not
forthcoming, and it is scldom forthcoming in the nccessary deree, the
reasons are :-

ary authoritics 0 grasmp
ion,

(1) Pailure on the part of the mili
the vital importance of re-educ

(2) That “he requirements of re-cducation are ant to ag;
the difficultics of camp administration. For exar:

priscaers cerry out the work - usually agricultur
upen which they are empleyed. this purposc
prisoncrs arve formed to working p: s, each undei its

own leader, who is responsible for supervision and
diseipline. From ‘the Camp Commendan®'s point of view the
best leader is obviously a tough Nasi I.C.0.; %o dispense
with him may entail less d line and, consequently, less
work, and perhaps more trouble in the camp. The

segregation of prisoners in accordance with their political
views must inevitably interfere, %o some extent, with

the smooth working of the system; and so also mus% the
continual sifting of prisoners which the propagandist demands.

o

It is difficult to convince the military authorit:
that in the long run re-education will pay, cven in
of labour, since a friendly worker will not only gel through
more workx than an unfriendly worlker but may be trusted nok
to resort to "ea' canny” methods or to sabotage. Nor does
the argument that a "convert" will carry out skilled labour
or war work which a hostile prisoncr will refusc %o o, carry
any w_7eight, although in India P.WeE. was instrumental in
raising two battalions of skilled workers from amon;; the
Italion prisoners. These converts were released and
voluntarily enlisted in a special branch of the Britich
Pioneer Corps. :

3

Since the co-operation of the military authorities, anl of the
Cam;f) Comnandents in particular, is indispensable, i% is suggeshed that
action should bo taken on a high level, preferably on a miniserial level,
to explain the political importance of ro-education 6 the suthorities
concern.ed. In addition it would secem desirable that their instructions
should include directions as to the facilities which should be granted
for re-educational work inside the camps.

26th May, 19k,
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Questions for Discussion

1. Why did the British authorities seek to launch a re-education programme for
German prisoners of war?

2. How necessary was this objective? How realistic was it?

3. What can this document tell us about British concerns and priorities as they
looked ahead to the end of the war and the period to follow?
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SOURCE TWO
Source Intro

The headquarters of the British re-education programme was at Wilton Park, a
country house in Buckinghamshire, which had been an interrogation centre for
captured senior Nazis during the war. In January 1945, the first re-education course
was launched there, delivered to a handpicked cohort of German prisoners of

war. The document below contains the opening address, given by Major-General
Kenneth Strong, Director-General of the Political Intelligence Department (successor
to the Political Warfare Executive), the agency responsible for the programme.

The address was originally written and given in German, which Major-General
Strong spoke well. The document below is a translation.

Source
Opening Address Delivered by Major-General Kenneth Strong, 19 January 1945.

FO 939/214, images 37—44.
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e are convinced that it is not only the concern of the German people
how Germany adapts itself to the world, but the concern of all who now
bear the responsibility for the reconstruction of a world destroyed by war.

Through work carrvied out by my Department in the Prisoner of War camps,
I am aware that the problems of the [uture and of reconstruction are upper-
most in your thoughts. e know that wany of you, not only those here in
Wilton Park, not only those who are rs/W, but also many millions of Germans
in Germany, are ready to declare: "Certainly, National Socialism and the
policy of the Third Reich was a wrong turning which brought Germany to
disaster, the consequences of which the Germans will have to suffer a long
time. But now we know it; therefore, we want to draw a veil over the
terrible past, and to use all our energy for the restoration of a new
Gexmany."

We know that meny of you think like that. But I would like to point
cut the following. [t is a matter of life and death that you here at Wilton
Park, and the present generation of Germans in general, should learn to
understand quite clearly why we believe that this attempt to forget the
pust involves the greatest dangers for Cermany and the world.

For without a complete understanding of the background and of the
conditions which led to this catastrophe, it will not be possible to begin
reconstruction on a solid foundation. You must acquire a clear impression
of the picture which the rest of the world has of Germany and its deeds,
and you must honestly convince yourselves that this picture corresponds
with the facts. Without this, it will be lmpossible to rc~enlist Germany
among the nations of Europe. It is necessary for Germany to win back the
confidence of its neighbours; but it will only happen when these neighbours
are convinced that the new Germany which is born out of defeat has started
on the way to friendly co-operation with the peoples of Europe.

For this reason, a large part ol the course will be devoted to working
out with you the main points of German development during the last 60 or
100 years., I say puréody "with you", for your activel co-operation iﬁ
everything which happens here is an indispensable condition for the success \
of the experiment.

We believe that such an approach to German affairs must be made, _“;q/

/
/I
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beoause without it all attempts at reconstruction will inevitably breal
down. You haws no need to fear that ia the picture we glve you of the
davelopuient of Cermany we will leave out any essential of the conbribution
Germeny has made to Western civilisation. Were we not of the opinion
that meny such contributions have been made, we would have regarded this
experiment as quite hopeless. For we ars perfectly clear in this, nawely,
that the reconatitution of Germany cenuot be bused on an imitation of the
institutions and political ideas of other peoples. Reconstitution must
in the main vest on forees end principles which are healthy and which bave
themselves been daﬁlamd in Germesdy.

Tet us cast away all illusions! Pirst of sll, it must be sald that
healthy forces and prinelples have never had the upper hend for a long time
in Germany; and further thet the mere existence of these forces can in no
way witigate all that Cemmane have recently done both in and outside Germany.

T ehoudd 1ike to enlarge upon this. The experte who will speak to you
will not txy to deny or pass over the forces which in the past were striving
for a free and peaceful development of Gervany. On the gontrary, usny of
the younger ones among you will hear perhape for the first time of periods
in Ceyman history omitted from your educs.{:ion, and of individuals whose
mission it was to bulld a different and better eountry from that which
Biomarck and his sucoessors have unds out of Cermany. It ig not in our
interest to ignore these forces, for without them thers would be little hope
of & peaceful reconatruction of Gemmany. Regrettably - I say “Hegrettably”
not only in the German but also in the British and world intercets - these
forces have remaincd but potentiels, ‘he Germans who subsoribed to these
constructive and Furopean ideas have, unfortunately never sugcceded in
carrying the day against the men of "Realpolitik®, of "Blood and Iron" and
"Riood end Scilt.  To establish and to explain why thoy were too weak will
be cne of the most importent tasks of thie part of your plan of study.

Further, we do not lntend to deny noxr to ignore that the world and
Western civilisation owes e great deal to Germens, especially in the fields
of music, scionce and technical schievemente. Wevertheless, we do not
intend that the achievements of these men should be reckoned in any way
againet the sbominstions of the recent past. To express myself conoretely:
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. Beethoven t Belsen, nor Goethe the Gestapo. The good name of
Germany lies deeply buried under the millions of corpses and under the
shattered structure of Burope.

T am aware that many, especially among those here, know this already,
and that this knowledge hes in fact stirred them to action both before and
during this war. Such individuals are in & particular degree called upon,
after their return to Germany, to open the eyes of their countrymen, to moke
it clear what & rift has been opened up between Germany and Turope, and to
vouse their eountrymen to do everything they ean to close this rift honour-
ably and thoroughly.

What are the forces which crested this rift? I am convinced that mueh
depends upon the right answer. And T know that in your course of study
the attempt will be made to find the right answer to this decisive question.

Let me indicate, at this point, very briefly along what lines the
solving of this question can be conducted. An obvious and quite undisputed
factor leading to the breach between jiurope and Germany was National
Socialism. Today this is so clearly recognised, that in this circle in
particular it will not Le necessary to d@weli for long on the procfs. The

Nuremberg Trial presents us once again with ell the aspects of the poliey

Lod caad

of the Third Reich and its leading personalities. ot

Ghmietre—rbueEee,  lswsrbiclews, fhe revelation of the machinetions of
National Socialism through the Nuremberg Trial is a necessary object lesson.
Every one of you who takes part in this course will, therefore, have the

opportunity to study with legal and politieal experts how the prosecution

has been built up and the development of the pr dings.

It appears to me that Nuremberg again and again emphesises the fact
that the outstanding characteristic of National Soclalisu was its inhumanity.
Certainly brutality end cruelty have existed at all times and among all
peoples; but in such cases these actions were those of individuals and not
the result of a policy cunningly prepared by the State. The inhuuanity of
National Socialism wes not a by-product of the Third Reich., It was a eon-
sciously premeditated policy. The Germany of the Third Reich employed
inhumanity ae an instrument of state policy, and developed it into a method

of governing human beings.
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' version of history to be move correct than another? This question is
justified, The answer is not hard in our speclal case, It will be
quite easy to show you that there have been many Cerman historians who
have come to the same conclusions as their British or French colleagues.
Only, it was not these men who were entrusted with the compiling of the
official school books. The results of their researches were available,
but the majority of the German people did not read them. They read
instead the official version which one can only deseribe as mythology.

The second factor that can hinder discussion is the tendency to avoid
facing unpleasant facts by pushing the responsibility for them on to super~
natural powers, I think it is a great temptation for meny not to look
truth in the eye, but rather to declare that "Fate" willed it so, or that
the "jaw of History" wes responsible for the whole development. "Fate" and
the "Law of History" are good scapegoats, but they do not help to bring a
discussion nearer to the truth.

The third factor in your work about which I should like to warn you
is the attempt to blame everything on to other people. I know I am
t$lling you something which many of you will fird difficult to accept.

That is why it is all the more important that it should be made quite olear.

I am gonvinced that nothing useful furthering the cause of reconstruction

can be achieved either here at Wilton Park or%ftif you try to

evade problems by pushing the blame and the responsibility on to others.

It would be like an emergency exigt thet does_s not lead to safety, but back
inte the buming building. 1 do not deny that other states and other peaplbs
have also made mistakes. Jn your studies we do not propose to ignore this,
Just as we shall not ignore the positive German achievements of which I

have alresdy spoken. Eut the mistekes of others camnot excuse, far less

Pt
Justily, ‘Gemn policy.

I have been dealing mainly with one of the spheres of study with which
you will occupy yowrselves at Wilton rark. It is not that I consider the
other three less important, but I believe that in these there will be fewer

differences bet us ing facts and their consequences. ‘ It is quite

understandable, aftor all, that the greatest of our difficulties will pro-
bably be the treatment of the Gowmwan problem, and | therefore thought it
advisable to scquaint you with the idees which underly our point of view.
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I will now briefly explain the other three spheres of study which you
will be able to pursue here et Wilton Park, Firsi, we have the field of
international relations and the fowvms of intermational orgenisations in
the past and in the future. Ve shall attempt to explain the relationship
between Britain and her Ruselen Ally, as well as with her cousin America.
Since all sources of information are open to you, you know as well as we
do that it is not all plain sailing and that difficulties arise from time
to time. IHere, too, I believe that it is best not %o erect a fagade,
but to consider facts as objeotively as possible. it is hardly necessary
for me to point out that ench one of you who really takes the reconstruction
of Germany seriously can only have one wish, namely, that co-operation with
the Powers which at present occupy Germany is as frictionless and friendly
ag possible, TFor the consequences of any other kind of development will be
borne first and most of all by Germany.

As 1 have already observed at the beginning, we are st a turning point
in the strength of intermational relations, and for this reason the place
of the different international organisations, which at this moment are being
built up in London, will be examined with you and by you.

Further we will try to make you acquainted with present-fiay bBritain.
One can only hope to understand jodern Britain when one has gained an in-
sight into ite growth and development, into the customs and traditions which

Shanges afid
together make up ite social, political and cultural/structure, We have not
chosen this as a branch of study, expecting you to transplant English insti-
tutions and ideas direct to Germsny. On the contrary, a deeper under-
standing of inglish conditions will show you that this is not feasible. No,
we consider this part of your course to be valuable, because it can help to
remove many ulsunderstandings which exist even awong those of you who are
friendly towards this country. Apart from this, we also believe that to
know how the British "do things" might give a few of you ideas for the
pesceful reconstruction of Cermany end your own lives. We wﬂ.uh,ihcﬁfore,
to give you a general plcture of Britain, not only of its parlismentary and
political structure, but of all spheres of life, such as literature, sport,
art and sclence which are of interest to you.

Pinally, you will be concernmed here with the problem of the relations
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between the individual and soclety, between eitizen and State. In this
field it will be possible %o link up with the watters deslt with in the
lectyres on German problems, I think many will agree with me when T
deglare « that in general Germans have had no opportunity of envissging
a relétlonuhip between the individual and the State other than one in
which the State is but a machine for passing on orders to individualsa.

Here, perhaps, lies the basic problem for the reconstruction of Cermany
end its incorporation into Furope. The duties of the individual toymrds
the national and intermational community, and his attitude towards Law and
Administration - an understanding of which is the starting point for the
success of youwr work.

The fundamentel fact can of gourse not be changed: namely, that you
are Prisoners of War in Dritain, but,above this fact, the spirit which will
pervade Wilton Park lies in your own attitude, We have set up this
Training Centre on the model of the Britlsh Residential Colleges, estab-
lishuents where people pursuing collective intellectual stufiies live and
work together. The axrt of creating & frec community is that of living
together end working in harmony, without the indiseipline of irresponsible
individualisss, Tn England we regard thie quality very highly and call
it Team Epirit. It reveals itseif in all spheres of life, in the seat of
parliamentary government, just as much as on the playing field. Ve believe
that without this quality no free society can be developed.

This is quite a different thing from werching "step by step with one
anothexr", 'The distinetion is especially apparent in the claims made on
tue initiative of esch individusl. For the basis remalns in the God-given
individual human personslity. The duty before all of us iz to develop
this personality to the utmost, for its own self-fulfilwent and for the benefit
of the commumity. You will bave an opportunity to do this at Wilton Park,
for our experiment demends your constent and active co~operation.

I will end by seylng this. We are quite clear as to the limits
that cen be reached here. At best we can only glve you thelﬁools. But
incentive for work does not depend entirely on tools. Noral factors are
decigive, Adults cannot be taught moral factors through lectures; they must |
themselves develop thewm. L

I wish you nll’fmltful period at Wilton Park. ‘ ‘
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Questions for Discussion

1. What is the tone of the address? What does it suggest about the spirit and
character of the re-education programme?

2. How do you think this address would have been received by an audience of
German prisoners of war?

3. What does the source tell us about British attitudes to the Third Reich and Nazi
ideology more widely?
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SOURCE THREE
Source Intro

As Allied troops moved through Germany in 1945, they discovered evidence of Nazi
atrocities, most notably the concentration and extermination camps. A British film
crew was dispatched to make a documentary about these camps which did not shy
away from showing the horrors, including piles of corpses and footage of emaciated
and tortured survivors. This film was used in a number of re-education contexts: it
was shown in German cinemas (with local people marched in at gunpoint to watch)
and it was also screened in prisoner of war camps. The document below details the
responses from prisoners of war in a camp in Egypt, after seeing the film, in July
1945.

Source

“Excerpts from [POWSs’] letters showing the reaction to the German Concentration
Camp Atrocities Film during the 1st week of showing”, 1945.

FO 939/72, images 26-31.
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< > ' mili= i LR L T 3
- |  SEOKET
i EXCERFTS FROM PS/W LETTERS SHOWING THE REACLION TO_THE GERMAN

COI\TGENTRATION CAIEP AIROCITIES “FIIM DURING THE ST WEBK OF SHOWING

béw‘ This £ilm was shown o 379. P/,W Camp from July 9th.to July 16th. and it
elicited 190 letters in reaction to it. Hemvith excerpts from about
90 of them,which are typicel of the rest.

SRl i)

Oage 5.

(SGD) KLAAPA +.0 As good soldiers we @o not wish to have anything to do with men
. who ordered or committed such cruelties.

Cage 13

KRAUSE Hugo .o I knew KZs existed but after having scen the film I feel deeply

(184395) ashamed to have fought for such a regime.

MINNER W. vse I have but one wish: the guilty must be duly punished.,

(184396) .

WIRZ P. 2 ..+ I could never think such things were possible but I believe

(184660) the film to be true.

/PAUSE 7.(188556),
KRAUSE H.(184395), SCHNARRE Julius (185521),/ HEAPT (184986), RARREN 181398), HAAK
(185729), MEYER (185728) - they all expressed: ‘'we deeply rcaret to have fought for

suoh ideas.
DREYER «.s I am very young -~ 19 years old - I cannot understand things
(162958) . shown on the film. :
NEDLETZ ... I know it is true, I have seen men who have lived inside KZ
MUELT IV «.. I know it is true because men I knew were there - never returned.
?TRAHL ) - +.+ We never thought such things could happen in Germany.
161921 :
DORRER e.. It is good for every Germman to see the film
(185731) :
GABRIEL J. ..o It is only now since Germany is brought down to a deep misery .
(186275) that her people begin to see the truth.
Cage 16,
TENT 32 & ... We, Ps/W out in the descrt hope that a new Germany will arise
from the ruins in which fate has justly thrown her to-day.
TENT 33. ... We are filled with shame to see what we have fought for and to
which end our comrades have saorificed their lives.
TENT 3k veo "down with Nazism - long live damocracies'.
YR, SCH." v.. I am glad the KZ no longer exist. Vhen I go back I shall work
S for a new Germany in which there will never be another KZ.
ZACHEND Heinz ... Now that I have secn the film I denouncs the Nazi Regime for cver.
(Unsigned) v»s The £ilm has torm to shreds the veil of Goebbels propaganda.
REMYCH (%) v.. We, Germans, hope that the mighty allics will restore our
Fatherland and help her to recover from the prgsent desolation.
SUESSMUTE F. ... We fecl we carnot agree that there existed such a large number
5y (182136) of KZs. Ve also feel that the £ilm is showing rather exceptional
cases. Thus, I am afraid this £ilm will give the world a wrong
picture of what was really going on inside Germany.  This point of
view is shared by px-a,otically all of us.
TENT 36. i ... We are deeply moved by what we have Jjust seen We dare not

(oGD)Wﬂ.HEI.M Lois say morc bedause of the "youth” in our tent.
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eg - : , Led
CAGE. 28, ; S T :
WAGNER 0. vor ‘The‘ film ig a faithful picture of the naiural consequences of l
(226929) Nazi Regime.
VIEHBOECK J. «oo The lcaders of the political parties and not the German people
(28622 ) should he made responsible for the crimes shown in the film,
}m A .+ The world will never forget the immeasursile guilt of the German
(22715Y) people. .
NEWMANN P, ++. The part of the film that impressod me most was the map showing
(1871 20) o a large number of spots - centres of crucltics and murders ~ and
Tl these in a country considered highly cultured and civilized.
NELLESSER H., cnmot accept that cvery ‘one of us Germans should feel guilty
(156657) t was coing on in KZs. Many of us thought end believed
i that inmates of these camps deserved punishment because they were
politic:zlly dengerous.,. Those who came out alive did not speek
for fear cf the death penalty. We must rerember there were
similar camps in Cayenne, Siberia, and durin: the Boer Wer At
any rate 1 maintein that the German nation es a whole should not
be made responsible.
ACE 29.
BURKHARD Valentin ... The film shows the true face of the Nazi rogime. Such a
(227159) disgrace should not be attributed to the entire German nation.
Tet us hope that these plctures will serve to convert the very
last belicver in Nezism.
- EGGERT R. ... Men who wndcrvent such unspeakable tortures because they have
(1095_"73) . believed in personal frecdom, these men we should consider our
S " true forefathers. ‘
L <
GRIDEIL ves Wo mmsh all strive to provent such happenings taking place in
(190533) our countiy azain.
HUBUSCH P. ev. as a soldier I am profoundly shocked by the knowledge of such
atrocitics... Weo must all curse men respon ible for such acts.
MATSER G. wen We all remeonbor how shock_éd wo were at tho crucltics committod
(169070) in the forests of fatyn, but a few years lator we have to look at
pictures i by far surpass everything heictofore seen or heard,
anywhere in the world, = To atone, in a oerfin moasure at least,
we must pledse ourselves that the martyrdom of so many shall not
be in vedn, . ; 2
ORI S ., Wo thark the Allies for inoarcerating anl punishing the
(222612) criminals responsible for the existence of the Kzs.
KOECHE G. ... Pictures of utter horror and bestiality - end to think that it
(185786) ool pluoe in a country of the highest culture! ... Such is the
consequence of Nationalsozialismig,.. Each one who took an active
part in that rogime must be duly punished. The majority of Ps/w
in fact the majority of Germans who see this film must be convinoced
now tha' tho last dictatorship was a great cirse... At last the
German pecple are free from Goebbel's propegonda, free to think
for theuselves, : :
KOTITAS .. .. Not ono men in our tent (Zelt 33) could have thought it
(163674) possible for such horrorg ever to take place.
MOCHA P; vss Not a yrovmginda £ilm but the bare truth... Everyone of us

(189759) . who gav: his vobo to these murderers bears full responsibility
for such bostialities. i i

MOMIERS H, I an only 25 years old and during this war T havo soen marxy.ugly
(189279) things us no horrors to compare with those +hat prevailed in
these unfortunate camps and which were perfuaicd by German men and
women: Words faill me to express fully my foolings of utter disgust.
I was cnco proud to be a German, but since I have scen the £alm &
1 I must lowor my gyes in doepost shamo liofore God and Mankind,

S ; =
Lyh; i it i
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CAGE 3k,

FUES B. «¢s Should onc in the course of rebuilding of Germeny COMe 20roSS
(054801 _ Nezi-minded people, these should be handed over :.mmed:.auely to the
e Control Comnissioners..

KIRSCHNER K. veo Before condemning the entire German nation one should rewember
CGermen anti~fascigts who fought in Spain ad who were later ;
delivered to the Nazis by Hitler's France, These were great men

T and martyrs and one must remember them and their exploits before
condemning the whole of the German nation.

DREWS K{U’“A) Very fefr Gexrmens knew what was going on in KZs therefore it is
difficult to accept the statement that every one of them should
be made responsible,

RELZ Fo ees One question: How is 1t that these X7 criminalg are still alive

(068829)  amd living under better conditions, while we, their bitterest
enemies, are still kept as ¥s/W? Have we not given sufficient
proof of our anti-fascist ideas? Why cant we be free and help-oclean
up Germeny to the last Nazi? /

ARVPRUSTER A....I believe the fllm should be shown over and over again in thﬁ
. (188986) ceges where the opinion is divided,

HERMAIN By - ese If T om to say anything I would like to express the wish that
a soldier. the guilty ones should be punished by being send to the desert to
uild and mend roads = with very little water, very little bread,

KLAUSIER Be  ses whether we know about KZ or not must we, and only we Germans

(123025) be made responsible? What about the rest of the wordlde Just

i ¢ because Napolcon behaved very mach in the seme way as Hitler did -
has enybody ever considered condemning the cntire French nation?

BORDTKE E., voe e all knew the two lotters: KZ, but could never imagine what they
(175313) tru_'l.y stood for § not umbil we had seen the Film,

BUTTNER: W. i +ee. things we have seen on the £ilm may £ill us with shame; we
behind the berbed wire can judge tnc difference of our gul:d.s and,
these in charge of KZs.

FLACH W, The £ilm explained the real meaning of the MNational-Socialism
(126736) better than any words ever could,

HAIMELRATH Hepo» I mis <t repudiate the statement: every German is responsible
(104259) for the existenc of the Kzs. I belonged to the Boys Scouts!

; organisation until 1933, After it ceased to exist I became an
= : active anti~npzi. I knew of the KZ but its whole truth I sew

s only on the f£ilm,

HULTERER X, aes I belong to a catholic family and as such I have experinced
(186299).  great hardships ... H:_tlc,r‘ youth laughed at and mocked cverything
2 Christian,

CAGE 554

SCITNDER Wae s« About 907 of people in cage 35 aré just as ignorant about

(185033) politios as an ordinary schoolchilds They have no notions whabsoever
~about the rights or duties of a citizen. Should England carnestly
desire poace and ‘safety, we, the Anti-azis should be allowed %o
deal. with the Nazis until the last of them disaupears from this
world, Also I proposc 6 wnd Nazi girls to wait on the black
soldiers or work on farms in Hgypt, all over'Africa and Indiz. No
less than 10,000 of these proud maids should be put %o work for

: ton whole yeers and without pay,
W.Be (the)rest of the 1ctbcr is a petition for the release :E'rom the

canmp )
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2 & T
%XS O, voo In my opinion the film does not give a complete picture of what
- TN9098, was really going on inside KZs. It ought to have shown not only X

the instruments of tortures but also how the inmates endured them,
phase by phase ... Anti-fascists all believed the film but there were:
meny in our midst who openly said: "why dont they give a real £ilm
instead of such awful rubbishi" Also: "why did these wretehed men
misbehave? - otherwise they would never gotten themsclves inside
those campsl" Two young ones (cage 27) openly declared "it is

- nothing but an English propaganda film', There is a large field for
re~education ond this is one of the main reasons why the anti-fascists
should be given greater opportunities.

KTAZIER &, .o the £ilm shows the dead piled in a heep but it does not show the
suffering of these pecople before their death,

CEHM L. cees I feel that every Cerman who has not lived inside KZ should be

(181591) = shown the film at least once overy six months. Should he refuse, he
ought to be forced to see it through... we are most impatient to hear
that the responsible ones are duly punished for their crimes. Ve
rather fear that meny of them will escepe .,. Whilc men, who for the
last 12 years fought against such horrors, arc sitting here in the
desert ... You cen easily judge how hard it is for us to hear round
us creatures who still maintain that the film is but English |
propaganda, Men like these must be closely watched out here and at
home as well, Also this film should be shovn over and over again in
Germany e

CAGE 36,

LTSCHIESSy0e eee Comrade, you have seen the f£ilm sbout Hitler!s Germany. As I
(108767) watohed it, I hed a wision and, beyond the screen I saw Krupp,
Thyssen, Roechling, Bosch and a few more of these industrialists -
Hitler's gang. ... Comrade, we arc in thc hads of the Allies, with
their help we can stert a new life, ILet us hope that it will not bo
long before we, the anti~fascists, will be sct free and alloved to
return home ,,. what about you, Comrade? Are you ready o co=operatc.?

THIELMAITN,Heveee It is only thanks to the film on atrocities in Germany and which
(050622) we saw yesterdey, that we have discovered what sort of people we have
in our midstl

ABIDROTH.  «es The KZ film ought to have shown the dzily suffering of the
oWe unfortunate inmates. Another shortcoming of the film: the mumber of
(088 833) Germans who have lost their lives in KZs should have been more
enphasised instead of merely mentioning the fact of their prescneec.

HAWSEN,De wee KZ held a number of Cermen highly cultured men with high idcals,

(186 789) They could nob accept Hitler's dictatorship nor fazis! terror, they
spoke and this they paid with their I19vesSe... Very few people dare
speak the truth., To-dayin this Cage 36, we arc placed together but
how very different we all are from each other ! People remain quict.
bveryone alone with his thoughts.

W.RLESCH, «+v Personally I have witnessed something of the sort in my home Hovm
(068 717)  in Hemturg. Tt never will ooour to me 4o blanc the Allies for it
because I knew that it was Hitler who started this total varfare,.

RABBENKAMP, s o v oAs the £ilm was about to be shown in our caup T heard people
oxpressing plcasurc to see it but there were many who openly protested
why are they not left in peace as if they did not kmow enough of
misery as it is. I think the latber ones are virong end I told them
that it is up to us young ones to be interested in things of that sort.
Some went on seying "After all, it was quitc good for us in Germany
under the 3rd Reich §',.. Somc meintain politios should never be
discussed in Ps/W Camps, Not to speak of it means "forget it";
forget it means "forgive", And what about the tyrant vho has done so
ruch destruction?

/
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Questions for discussion

1. What are the different sentiments expressed by German prisoners of war in
response to this film?

2. How can we explain the range and diversity of responses? Should we take them
all at face value?

3. What can this tell us more generally about German attitudes towards the crimes
of the Nazi regime in the period immediately following the end of the war?
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Questions for General Discussion

The following questions are designed to prompt a wider discussion on the events,
issues, and themes highlighted in the sources.

1. What were the top priorities for the British (and the other Allies) as the war came
to an end and they became responsible for the occupation of Germany?

2. Alongside re-education programmes such as those detailed above, what other
strategies would you consider essential in order to “denazify” Germany?

3. How successful do you think initiatives such as these would have been? What
potential challenges would they have likely faced?

4. Do you think it is possible to politically re-educate the population of an entire
country?
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