E.B. Lem b
BE&RA  Br, IA&C Div,
OlGUs, APO 742, U.S Aray

NMr, Hitch

Prisoner of #War Educabtion Branch
%32 Princes Gardens

: ‘;?JW 7y England

ad"y Govermnent — Germany

British Zone of 'Contj'ol
- oy -
Regu|atlon NOrdin:mce No. 79) ‘

t
(Pursuant to Artictes 1Vs v and Xi of

: ERSONS. = - police of the_

ATEGORISED P! : Chief of oL

: ; REG‘STBATI}?:h?;VCwm report for registrafion ol S
placed in Categories

; ified to them. ge
qust?;‘:e\‘; :ggiyde at a time and place labe g tion book. Such book will:
yhiCl 3 ecel G, D

1. Al

e a registra

BRITISH ONLINE
ARCHIVES BUILDING A NEW GERMANY: DENAZIFICATION

AND POLITICAL RE-EDUCATION, 1944—1948
+44 (0)1924 825700

info@britishonlinearchives.digital o BRITISH ONLINE
www.britishonlinearchives.digital -;E' ARCHIVES


https://microform.digital/boa/collections/127/building-a-new-germany-denazification-and-political-re-education-1944-1948

Explore Britain’s efforts to eliminate Nazism and foster democracy...

As the Second World War entered its
final year, and the Allied victory ap-
peared secure, British officials looked
to the future. They explored ways to
ensure that Germany, the administra-
tion of which they would share with
their allies, emerged as a stable, peace-
ful, and democratic nation. Political
re-education of the German people,
both Prisoners of War (POWs) and
willing civilians, became central to this
endeavour.

The British aimed to instil values and ideas
which would be conducive to the emer-
gence of a safe and prosperous Germany.

This collection explores the process of denazification from several angles.
It surveys the policy decisions that instigated and framed the re-education
process, supplying examples of guidance that was sent to authorities at

...among the German people in the wake of the Second World War.
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At special facilities throughout Britain and its empire, large numbers of Germans were subject
to a carefully curated course of lectures, film screenings, readings, cultural activities, field
trips, and more.

re-education camps. It also features descriptions of the course materials used,
reflections of educators, and the views of the German POWSs themselves. The
collection likewise offers insights into British perspectives on extreme ideolo-
gies, and explores techniques of brainwashing and indoctrination, as well as
the strategies employed to reverse them.

Building a New Germany illuminates
a key transitional period in twentieth
century history, one in which the Brit-
ish tried to reshape Germany from foe
into friend.
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It will be of value to students and
scholars with interests in post-war Eu-
rope, ideology, and the social history
of conflict and dictatorship. It likewise
offers fascinating insights into col-
lective psychology, the construction
of citizenship, and the processes of
peace-making and nation-building.

This collection contains over 3,700 images
drawn from Foreign Office files at
The National Archives (UK).

“We are convinced that it is not only the concern of the German people how Germany
adapts itself to the world, but the concern of all who now bear the responsibility for the

reconstruction of a world destroyed by war’—Major-General Kenneth Strong (FO 939/214).

Close tabs were kept on the attitudes and

views of German POWs, especially those through the British political re-education

considered to be committed Nazis or mili- programme. Many of them went on to play

tarists. prominent roles in the political life of post-
war Germany.

Tens of thousands of Germans passed
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