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Study British communism from party discipline...

British Online Archives updated
collection, Democratic Centralism
during the Cold War, 1943-1991 is
drawn from the papers of the
Communist Party of Great Britain’s
(CPGB)’s ruling Executive Committee
(EC).

The Executive Committee met on a
bi-monthly basis to carry out decisions

made at the annual National Congress.  This collection is one of many CPGB
resources hosted on the British Online

Archives website.

Although formally subordinate to Congress according to the CPGB
constitution, the Executive Committee, through its appointment of committee
members and enforcement of democratic centralism, operated the internal
apparatus of the party machine and dealt with dissenting members in no
uncertain terms.

Content from meetings of the
Executive Committee largely include
paEsan: | comeais ot sowne, soman, B, Gioum, official minutes and agendas,

Dumn, Dutt, Etheri e ¢ o

o Wehotey e, O'Sent Fescoe B la handwritten personal notes by
AROLOGTES TR 4 Comuades Birch end sison, attending individuals, and reports
U0 O EBIE S | OB 8 & el e delivered to the EC on various

important topics.

MINUTES OF THE EXEEUTIVE COMMLTTEE MEETING
MAY 12TH/13TH, 1

It was decided to send telegrams of congratulation to the successful
candidates in the locel Elections

port and replied to the sion after

The reprt i oo ENORED. As such, the collection offers insights
into everything from Cold War tensions
and decolonisation, to internal

power struggles and the expulsion of
CPGB members.

The deci o send its best wishes to the Scottish comrades,
« the branotes to send atmiinr messages and launch a by-election funda

The collection contains over 28,000
unique images.

‘According to the party rules adopted in 1943... the Executive Committee (EC)
...exercised “full responsibility for the direction and control of the Party’s work”
including control of the party press, publications and other enterprises.’

— Professor Kevin Morgan

Sources include: Archive Trust of the Communist Party of Great Britain

...to loyalty to the Soviet Union during the Cold War

EC September 10/11 1973
CAMPATGN AGATNST CKU.

In the next fow weeks and monthe a great nobilisation of millions of people ggainst
the siting of Cruisé missiles needs to take place. "A high point-of this mohilisetion
will be the October 22nd demonstration in London, ormenised: hy: the CND. The
Communist Party will make every effort to ensure that this event is the biggest
demonstration a.galns’t C.mu‘s:e, for peace 'and disarmement. . Those-taking part will

not only be ghowing ‘the [¢] sition to the miting of Cruise miseiles.in this

country. They ;1 be part’ of & pgreat internstional movement that includes the other
countiries in which the US controlled Crulee and. ?ershmg II are to be sited - Hollend,
Ttely, West Germany end Belgivm, .

The collection is set against the backdrop of the Cold War and featured material shows the
stances and political maneuvering the Executive Committee made in light of ongoing
developments between the Soviet Union and the West.

November 14
A g

Dave Homer,
Cheltenhan Branoh
t Geoz'gln Piace,

Dear Comrades,

Thank you for your letter of November Sth, with your Branoh
resolution. e Executive Committ
the guestion of "Rod Rag" st its me

decided to Te~affirm that "Red Rag” ic mot a Party journal.

Yon ask for elarifigstion sbout our ateifude. The fasts
f

1
'ty and non-Farty members, wish
ach the Party for a discussion

on the matter and se

Ve have had two h the comrades who are concerned
with the publication of "Red Rag" and on meither cocasion nave
thess conrades given eny indication that they vers ready to

rection or deoision in comnection with its

As one of the highest organs of the CPGB,
the Executive Committee was the site of
ongoing battles between various factions
within the party. various issues.

A range of correspondence shows
passionate and fraught disputes over
the direction of the party and its stance on

Over 4 million records covering 1000 years of
world history: from politics & warfare, to slavery
& revolution.
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