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Explore communist perspectives on...

British Online Archives’ updated
collection, Communism, Culture
and Society in the 20th Century,

is drawn from the papers of the
Communist Party of Great Britain’s
(CPGB) National Cultural Commit-
tee (NCC).

The NCC was established in 1947
to act as an advisory committee to
the CPGB’s Executive Committee to This collection is one of several drawn from

. i ¥ the Archive Trust of the Communist Party
assist on policy development in the ;g reat Britain.

sphere of culture.

This was necessary due to the proliferation of cultural industries during
the 20th century, with the NCC taking an interest in everything from
rock and roll of the 1950s to Soviet art of the 1970s.

The collection features material
from executive meetings of the
NCC, as well as material from the
NCC'’s sub-committees.

This includes the History Group,
the Psychology Group, the
Philosophy Group, the Musicians
Group and the Architects and
Allied Technician Group.

The collection contains over 20,000 unique
images.

“The National Cultural Committee [was] set up in 1947 with a view at
once to policing and to nurturing the flow of Marxist ideas.”
Professor Kevin Morgan, University of Manchester.

Archive Trust of the Communist Party of Great Britain

...culture and society in the 20th century.
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The influential History Group is featured extensively within the collection, covering minutes
and notes from their meetings, as well as issues of the important Our History Journal.

CULGURAL _ COMMIGHEE

SOCIALIST HISTORY
i

SOCIALIST HISTORY

f Marsst- Debate

nal proposition for a week a Marxist Debate was referred
tural Committes for further discuseion last Autumn. It

&
8 SOCIALIST HISTORY

B SOCIALIST HISTORY
ted that the Cultural Comaittee might put up two or three '

suggestions for further discussion at the Political Committee.
nt summarises these proposals.

¥ SOCIALIST HISTORY

3 j\\n‘ll\l IST HISTORY What Was

3 SOCIALIST HISTORY

SOCIALIST HISTORY COlTlmunisnl?

ally agreed that the Week (or whatever takes its
f & dia: o

form ney
1 question; they we
15t standpoint on
h:

Two general themes

The first puts the emphasi chievement of socialism in
™ oncerned with the political,

mic and oulturi bringing about
mental social
ity of mekins

SOCIALIST HISTORY SARAH BENTON BEA CAMPBELI

Documents are drawn from the personal
papers of those intimately involved in the

With the collapse of the CPGB in 1991,
the NCC was shut down after 44 years of
NCC, including Brian Simon, Betty Reid, and investigation into the politics of culture.
John Attfield.

Over 4 million records covering 1000 years of
world history: from politics & warfare, to slavery
& revolution.
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