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Learn about the Labour Party’s early years...

British Labour Party Papers, 1906-
1969 contains minutes and related
records compiled by the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party (PLP) during the
period 1906-1969. These records
cover the party’s formative years,
from its creation and early success-
es through the governments of
Ramsay MacDonald and the war-
time coalition to the Atlee admin-
istration and Harold Wilson’s first
premiership.

It encompasses more than 6,600 unique
images.
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The collection is part of the wide-ranging
Politics and Protest, 1102-1994 series.

The records provide an insight
into the PLP’s often divided out-
look on several important do-
mestic and international political
issues, including: the campaign
for women’s suffrage; the Great
Depression; the first and second
world wars; the Beveridge Report
and the emergence of the post-
war welfare state; Britain’s
nuclear weapons programme;
and imperialism and decolonisa-
tion.

The collection is therefore useful for those studying the history of
British political parties, social movements, and foreign policy in the

20th century.

Sources include: Archive Trust of the Communist Party of Great Britain

...in opposition and government

The Labour Party was founded in 1900 to represent the interests of trade unions and
working-class voters. In political terms, it has often been characterised as a “broad church”,
encompassing a range of left and centre-left viewpoints.
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The collection was curated in association
with the Manchester-based Labour History
Archive & Study Centre.

The materials shed light on the debates
that eventually gave rise to the birth of the
modern welfare state.

Over 4 million records covering 1000 years of
world history: from politics & warfare, to slavery
& revolution.
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